
Understanding U .S. 
College Systems 



College 
Degrees

Associate’s Degree (AA, AS): 2-year 
degree 

Bachelor’s Degree (BA, BS): 4-year 
college degree (although may take 
more time) 

Master’s Degree: Advanced College 
Degree (Often 2-3 years to complete) 

Doctorate Degree: Advanced 
College Degree Beyond Master’s 
(Ranges in time to complete- usually 
3+ years) 
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1. Community Colleges
● Earn a certificate, an Associate’s degree or credits for transfer.
● Usually no on-campus housing, must commute
● No minimum GPA for admission
● Cheapest college option
● CA Promise now provides your first year free tuition
● CA Community College Tuition: $46/unit ($1,104 for 12 units)

Different College Systems



2. California State Universities (CSU) 
● Earn a Bachelor’s degree 
● 23 Campuses
● Considers GPA (special A-G calculation) and                        

test scores for admission 
● On-campus housing offered
● Greater focus on hands-on careers,                

practical skills, etc.
● Average Tuition and Fees: $7,510



CSU Fun Facts
More Competitive CSUs:

❏ Cal Poly SLO: 35% Admission Rate
❏ Average GPA: 3.95      SAT: 1220-1400    

ACT: 26-31
❏ San Diego State: 35% Admission Rate

❏ Average GPA: 3.70      SAT: 1090-1290 
   ACT: 23-28

❏ CSU Long Beach: 34% Admission Rate
❏ Average GPA: 3.54      SAT: 930-1170             

ACT: 20-26

Less Competitive (Safety) CSUs: 

❏ CSU Dominguez Hills: 75% Admission
❏ Average GPA: 3.13 SAT: 760-94   

ACT: 15-19
❏ CSU LA: 65% Admission Rate

❏ Average GPA: 3.16 SAT: 770-990  
ACT: 15-20

❏ CSU Bakersfield: 100% Admission Rate
❏ Average GPA: 3.30 SAT: 810-1050 

ACT: 16-22

*Data From 2017-2018 School Year



3. University of California (UC) 
● Earn a Bachelor’s degree 
● 9 Undergraduate Campuses
● Considers applications holistically- 

grades, scores, honors, PIQs, service
○ Min GPA: 3.0 (special A-G calculation)

● On-campus housing offered
● Great focus on research
● Average Tuition and Fees: $13,900



UC Fun Facts
Most Competitive UCs:

❏ UC Berkeley: 15% Admission Rate
❏ Average GPA: 3.87 SAT: 1250-1500 

ACT: 29-34
❏ UCLA: 16% Admission Rate

❏ Average GPA: 4.36 SAT: 1240-1490 
ACT: 27-33

❏ UC Santa Barbara: 33% Admission Rate
❏ Average GPA: 4.08 SAT: 1240-1470             

ACT: 26-32

Less Competitive UCs: 

❏ UC Merced: 69% Admission
❏ Average GPA: 3.55 SAT: 860-1070   

ACT: 18-23
❏ UC Riverside: 57% Admission Rate

❏ Average GPA: 3.74 SAT: 1090-1300  
ACT: 23-29

❏ UC Santa Cruz: 51% Admission Rate
❏ Average GPA: 3.50 SAT: 1160-1370 

ACT: 24-30

*Data From 2017-2018 School Year



4. Private Schools (In and Out of 
State)

● Earn a Bachelor’s degree 
● Over 1,500 private colleges in the U.S.
● Each has a different application 

process  
○ Many use the Common App. 

● On-campus housing often offered
● Vary in focus, variety of majors 

offered



4. Private Schools (In and Out of 
State)

● Often smaller campuses/class sizes
● May or may not have a religious 

affiliation
● Average Tuition and Fees: Varies- 

The initial price tag may be higher, 
but private schools often give more 
scholarships and grants.



5. Out-of-State Schools
● Earn a Bachelor’s degree 
● Application process varies 
● Variety of majors and programs
● May have cheaper housing options
● Average Tuition and Fees: Varies- You will pay higher tuition as 

an out-of state resident, BUT some have great options and 
grants available. 
○ WUE- Western Undergraduate Exchange



A Few Things to Keep in Mind

● Reputation is NOT everything. There are so many amazing schools that you 
may have never heard of- don’t limit yourself on name only.

● Don’t initially limit yourself based on price alone- remember financial aid.

● Be honest with yourself about your priorities and values- What do YOU 
really want from your college experience?

● Consider what you need to be successful- Will you thrive on a smaller 
campus with a smaller community? Will living on campus help you stay 
focused on your education?

● Where do you want to live and start your adult life?

● Earn a Bachelor’s degree 
● Over 1,500 private colleges in the U.S.
● Each has a different application process  

○ Many use the Common App. 
● On-campus housing often offered
● Vary in focus, variety of majors offered
● Often smaller campuses/class sizes
● May or may not have a religious affiliation
● Average Tuition and Fees: Varies- The initial price tag may be higher, 

but private schools often give more scholarships and grants.



Find Your Match

Begin thinking about what 
is most important to you in 

your college choice.

1. Log onto Naviance from the Helix 
Charter Website

2. Click on the “Colleges” Tab
3. Select “Find Your Fit”
4. Select “Super Match”

Location?
Size?

Majors?
Campus Life
Diversity?



SuperMatch College Search





Next Steps
● Click on individual colleges 

to explore them further.
○ Find info on 

admissions, costs, 
student life, majors, 
etc. 

● Favorite the schools that 
interest you. 

● You can widen or narrow 
your search depending on 
your results.


