


 Choose your dream car = Dream School 

 Choose your good car that is likely in the budget =  Match 

 Choose your simplest option car = Safe School 

 



 If you were given your “simplest option” car for free, 

would you consider taking it?  Or would you prefer to 

make expensive car payments for your dream car?  

 If someone offered you a car that drove like your 

dream car and had similar qualities, but it was a car 

you hadn’t heard of would you consider it (if it were 

free)?  

 



 We only know Southern California and are nervous or scared about going 

somewhere that we haven’t heard of or to a place where we won’t know anyone 

on campus. 

 Our parents/guardians have the same fears 

 Some of us came from a large middle school to Helix and we knew people 

already 

 Fear of the Unknown: We don’t know how to budget for college once we get 

there?  We don’t know how to do our own laundry? We think we aren’t capable? 

 



There are 
thousands 
of schools 
outside of 
California 



 There are over 2200 colleges in the United 

States and the majority of them do not have 

waiting lists  (only 64/2206 accept fewer 

than 25% of the students that apply) 

 Some colleges are closer by airplane than 

others are by car 

 



 Some colleges have lots of funding to give to students who really want to go to 
their school because: 

 They have wealthy donors who have created large endowments which allow colleges to use the 

funds however they want 

 What are your criteria? 

 Are you stuck on a name brand? 

 What if the school were 100% free and it were located out of California or in an area you hadn’t originally 

considered? 

 What if you could qualify for a name-brand school, but have to give a decision ahead of time? 

 Is the grass always greener somewhere else? 

 What is the ultimate goal of a college degree?   

 What are the absolutes that you are looking for in a college? 

 Can you rank those absolutes? 
 
 



*QuestBridge College Match Schools 

Amherst College* Massachusetts 

Augustana University South Dakota 

Barnard College New York 

Bates College Maine 

Boston Baptist College Massachusetts 

Boston College Massachusetts 

Bowdoin College* Maine 

Brown University* Rhode Island 

Bryn Mawr College Pennysylvania 

California Institute of 
Technology* 

California 

Carleton College* Minnesota 

Carolina Christian 
College* 

North Carolina 

Claremont McKenna 
College* 

California 

Colby College* Maine 

Colgate University New York 

College of the Holy 
Cross 

Massachusetts 

Colorado College* Colorado 

Columbia University* New York 

Connecticut College Connecticut 

Cornell University New York 

Crossroads Bible 
College 

Indiana 

Dartmouth College* 
New 
Hampshire 

Davidson College* North Carolina 

Duke University* North Carolina 

Emory University* Georgia 

Franklin & Marshall 
College 

Pennysylvania 

Franklin W. Olin 
College of Engineering 

Massachusetts 

Georgetown University 
Washington 
D.C. 

Grinnell College* Iowa 

Hamilton College New York 

Harvard College Massachusetts 

Harvey Mudd College California 

Haverford College* Pennysylvania 

Kenyon College Ohio 

Lafayette College Pennysylvania 

Macalester College* Minnesota 

McPherson College Kansas 

MIT* Massachusetts 

Mount Holyoke College Massachusetts 

Northwestern University* Illinois 

Oberlin College* Ohio 

Occidental College California 

Pomona College* California 

Princeton University* New Jersey 

Reed College Oregon 

Rice University* Texas 

Scripps College* California 

Smith College Massachusetts 

Stanbridge College California 

Stanford University* California 

Swarthmore College* Pennysylvania 

SUNY Polytechnic Institute New York 

Thomas Aquinas College California 

Tufts University* Massachusetts 

University of Chicago* Illinois 

University of Notre Dame* Indiana 

University of North Carolina - 
Chapel Hill 

North Carolina 

University of Pennsylvania* Pennysylvania 

University of Southern 
California* 

California 

University of Virginia Virginia 

Vanderbilt University* Tennessee 

Vassar College* New York 

Virginia Baptist College Virginia 

Washington & Lee University* Virginia 

Webb Institute New York 

Wellesley College* Massachusetts 

Wesleyan University* Connecticut 

William College* Massachusetts 

Yale University* Connecticut 



 









 





 Communication with families - what do families care about: 

 Knowing students are safe 

 Being able to pay for food, books, clothing and incidentals 

 Knowing students won’t have a great deal of debt (if any) in 

college 

 Flights or transportation for beginning and end of the year, 

Thanksgiving, Winter Break, Spring Break and hopefully 

parent/family weekend in October (might need hotel for 

family) 

 





 CSUs give you 4 Free Applications if eligible 

 UCs give you 4 Free Applications if eligible 

 If you qualified for an SAT Fee Waiver, you may 

get 4 College Application Fee Waivers 

 Can be used for mostly private Universities 

 Search for colleges with free applications on 

CollegeBoard.org 

 

 

 


